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What is the 

 
Programme?

The Natural Capital and Ecosystem Assessment 

(NCEA) is a Defra science innovation and 

transformation programme, spanning land and water 

environments, to answer:​

• How can we improve our understanding of our 

natural assets?​

• How can we better understand the benefits and 

services our natural assets provide? 

• How can we ensure policy decisions take account 

of the full value of nature?​

• How can natural capital approaches be applied in 

decision making to achieve better outcomes for 

nature?



What is the 

 
Programme?

Spit into Marine and Terrestrial programmes, 

delivered by Defra ALBs and project partners​

EA leads delivery of the NCEA for freshwater, 

estuarine, and coastal waters



Marine 
elements of 

How NC approaches can be 

used in decision making 

at local and national scales

Monitoring natural capital 

assets (incl. seagrass, 

saltmarsh, kelp & plankton)

Innovation and Citizen 

Science

Developing NC metrics 

and indicators

Improving our evidence base 

on ecosystem service 

provision

Creating partnerships and 

harnessing social capital

Connecting across the 

Land-Sea Interface
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Building Social Capital; the SWME Approach

• The South-West Marine Ecosystems approach 

reports annually at a regional scale

• Provides higher spatial/temporal resolution 

reports of changes in the marine environment   

• Act as an early warning system for acute or 

emerging issues     

• Brings together diverse group of practitioners 

with expert knowledge of their local seas

• Collates observations from multiple 

disciplines



Building Social Capital; the SWME Approach



NCEA now entering its third year

Focus on continuing to develop 

evidence and tools

Move towards integrating source-to-

sea NC approaches into ‘business 

as usual’

Social capital project aiming to 

expand to one other region in `24/ 

`25

What’s Next?

Abbotts Hall- Photo Daniel Rylett UKCEH



Image credit: NE Flickr

Thanks for listening!

https://www.flickr.com/photos/naturalengland/51269851413/in/album-72157627990684878/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/naturalengland/51270399894/in/album-72157627990684878/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/naturalengland/51326044438/in/album-72157627990684878/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/naturalengland/51270399894/in/album-72157627990684878/
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