Environment
Agency

N

The Natural Capital & Ecosystem
Assessment Programme

Mike Nelson | EA



o *
NCEA

Natural Capital

d Ecosyst | | |
/aﬂ\rs]sesgr?wsgrsmtem Environment Agency staff involved in NCEA;

Ben Green, Erin Lawes, Hannah Westoby, Jo Bayes,

Keith McGruer, Lucy Stainthorpe, Mike Best, Mike
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Sea swimming and

Seafood from wild watersports

fish/shellfish
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Protection from
flood & erosion

Nature watching
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Water quality

Climate regulation
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Fishing &
bottom-trawling

I:] Tourism

Aquaculture

Environment Agency, Chief Scientist’s Group. (2023).State of the environment: the coastal and marine environment.
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The Natural Capital and Ecosystem Assessment
(NCEA) Is a Defra science innovation and
transformation programme, spanning land and water
environments, to answer:

Wh at |S the e How can we improve our understanding of our

natural assets?

Programme?

 How can we better understand the benefits and
services our natural assets provide?

 How can we ensure policy decisions take account
of the full value of nature?

 How can natural capital approaches be applied In
decision making to achieve better outcomes for
nature?
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Spit Into Marine and Terrestrial programmes,
delivered by Defra ALBs and project partners

EA leads delivery of the NCEA for freshwater,

Wh al iS the estuarine, and coastal waters

NCEA | o,

P rOg ram m e ? Forest Research
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M oriltorisic natural capital

How NC approaches can be assets (Incl. seagrass,

used in clecision rnzsdng _~-7 saltmarsh, kelp & plankton)

at local and national scales /'
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Buillding Social Capital; the SWME Approach

* The South-West Marine Ecosystems approach
reports annually at a regional scale

* Provides higher spatial/temporal resolution
reports of changes in the marine environment

* Act as an early warning system for acute or
emerging ISsues

* Brings together diverse group of practitioners
with expert knowledge of their local seas

* Collates observations from multiple
disciplines
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Buillding Socilal Capital; the SWME Approach

70 140 280 Miles

| | | | | | | I

Marine online assessment tool
Introduction to UK Marine Strateqgy

Biodversity, food webs and marine protected areas
Pressures from human activities Ocean processes and climate
Uses of the Manne Erwvironment  Adomowledgements Contactus Search

summary of progress towards Good Enwirenmentzl Status

Viewing: Latest Version, 2018 As=sessment, no archives

Summary of progress towards Good
Environmental Status

Legend

MSFD Sub-region: Celtic Seas (seabed
and subsoil only)

MSFD Sub-region: Celtic Seas
B MSFD Sub-region: Greater North Sea
UK & Ireland

r

CETACEANS

GES Partially achieved

# Stable situation since 2012

The extent to which Good
Erviranmental Status has been

achieved for cetaceans remains
uncertain. The status of coastal

oottlenose dolphin and minke whale
are consistent with the achievement
of Good Environmental Status in the

iaregater North Sea, but
urnknownsuncertain elsewhere. It is

unknown if Good Emnvironments

Status has been achieved for other
SoeCies,

More detail about this assessment =

o

FISH

. GES Mot achieved

+ Improving situation since 2012

Demersal fish communities are
recovering from over-exploitation in
the past, but Good Environmental
5tatus has not yet been achieved in
either the Greater North Sea or the
Celtic Seas. A partial assessment of

5
SEALS

GES Partially achieved

+ Improving situation since 2012

The UK has achieved its aim of Good
Emvironmental S5tatus for grey seals in

the Greater North Sea and Celtic Seas.
There was a significant increase in the

abundance of harbour sezls in West
Scotland where the majorty of
narbour seals are located, but their

status in other parts of the Celtic Seas
Is uncertain. Harbour seals in the

Greater Morth Sea hawve not yet

achieved Good Environmental 5tatus.

More detail about this assessment =

O
PELAGIC HABITATS

GES Partially achieved

# Stable situation since 2012

Prevailing environmental conditions
are likely to be driving the observed
changes in plankton communities but
numan activities cannot be ruled out
and it is uncertain whether Good
Environmental Status has been

>

BIRDS

. GES Not achieved

"’ Declining situation since 2012

The UK has achieved its aim of Good
Environmental Status for non-
oreeding waterbirds in the Greater
Morth Sea but not in the Celtic Seas.
Breeding seabirds hawve not achieved
Good Environmental Status.

More detail about this assessment =

o,

BENTHIC HABITATS

. GES Mot achieved

*Hr Stable situation since 2012

The achisvermnent of Good
Erviraonmental Status is uncertain for

intertidal and soft sediment habitats.
The levels of physical damage to soft

sediment habitats are consistent with
the achievement of Good

A
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- Marine Plan Areas in England

Management : ;
© Copynght Colins Bartholomew 2014, Reproduced with permission of the

Ofganisation Marine Management Organisation, Ordnance Survey and UK Hydrographic Survey. Open Government Licence.
Tres map has been crealed using the ETRSS9 UTM Zone 30N coordinate reference system. Not to be used for navgation.

NCEA now entering Its third year

North East inshore

North East offshore
East inshore

East offshore

South East inshore
South inshore

South offshore
South West inshore

Focus on continuing to develop /Ml B

11 - North Wesl! offshore
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Move towards integrating source-to-
sea NC approaches into ‘business

t e 9’ ’ i . 5 BN > Rl g < g i e - PR o4 )

AR 2\ = e B e\ . \ = : § ) - ] 5 R S A S S 3

Vb NN R T Pt et - “ 18 gl 7 IR R e o == - oy N v ras S W
= o e S O e ] = WAL < -1 | I N T ik B : TS B Sk
2 ¥ TNV 37 e B S e el > A ¢ o e S i X . P A0 el = o
z - - B A T Sasian o N A, P ~ AN 5L e Y . v
< ~ o SR b W 3 b § X~
/ % . ) k . A IR \ & 1 e D X v
4 v / I ) Hhea ’ T ¢ &I NOATTS * 3 N s O ) VAE Ay
N .1 e | | ¥ Y . %1 \ 0
, ' / : ) : # ' - % \ A i
o K P 2 -~ \ VR A J \ -t & ) ~ s w“w v ~
7 LS 4 ~ ey SN ¥ ¥l 2 ; o N A ) , P A F b 4 y
L B . X i / Er A L % s RS TG

! T GO o sl - { & i = < ¢ g it
XL Y % i n ¥ S a : XY D K : ! ¥ Q L Zi%p ) ~ E)
- N } J 4 ] \ - ' ’ X \
A 2, ” / , | ! /. N L ’ . \ \ b \ \
e 4 Vet / e S oY B A R ‘ . B oy 7 ‘ A\
h - £ / L i - § 4 # ARG o Ay ANT - ' l v ¥ ” ] A } \
P R < - - z 3 b q . ). ) ' < 40 > < o 4 b A )
5 = B { 5 5 U3 “'» g “Xd { 5 <« L : A # P v W1 3
- e -2 Jo M () il L. R ¥ NN A, b X 5 ; BN ,“\.a; 32 t N\ X B TN
S o o o 2.5 o off AT N [ A N (4 i LAY i = SRR 10 Pl ff 25,0 - o S X3 M) pob il \ & & \
<) < g iy N Y o ; ; " v i L TP PR i p LA / LIt
NS R i T 220 2 # . A i > & (AN TN A LR N LA ; \ LLAR Y

%
WARE T 4’

Social capital project aiming to
expand to one other region in 24/
25




Thanks for listening!
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/naturalengland/51269851413/in/album-72157627990684878/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/naturalengland/51270399894/in/album-72157627990684878/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/naturalengland/51326044438/in/album-72157627990684878/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/naturalengland/51270399894/in/album-72157627990684878/
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