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Aims

To share information on data the Environment Agency hold regarding:

 

 Bathing Waters

 Storm Overflows

 River Water Quality

And how you can access it.



East Regions coasts – Designated Bathing Waters

• Season: 15th May – 30th September

• Sampling programme

• Classifications

• 4-year data set

• Bacteria thresholds
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East Regions coasts – Designated Bathing Waters

• 41 in East Inshore MMO 
Region
• 24 Excellent

• 12 Good

• 2 Sufficient

• 3 Poor

Bathing Water Regulations 2013 – 
waters should be classified "at least 
as "sufficient""



East Regions coasts – Designated Bathing Waters
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East Regions coasts – Designated Bathing Waters

• Swimfo
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Storm overflows

• Are an automatic safety valve that 
release excess pressure on the 
sewage network from flooding and 
rain.

• Event Duration Monitors (EDM) 
measure when and how long a 
storm overflow is in operation.

• The Environment Agency  publish 
this monitoring  data annually.  
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Storm overflows – National Picture

• Number of overflows with EDM monitoring 
returned in:

 2022 –13,313 (<100% EDM coverage) 

 2023 - 14,318 (100% EDM coverage)

• 33 = Average number of spills per overflow 
in 2023

• 40% of Storm overflows spilled less than 
10 times in 2023

• 13.9% overflows did not spill at all in 2023
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Storm overflows – East Region Coasts

• 56 Overflows within 1km of a designated 
Bathing Water or Shellfish water between 
Flamborough and Felixstowe

• Average number of spills from these overflows 
in 2023 = 23

• 36% of these storm overflows spilled less than 
10 times in 2023

• 4% of these overflows did not spill at all in 2023



River Water Quality Data

• River Surveillance Network

• Water Framework Directive
o Ecology

o Physico-chemical

o Chemicals

• OSPAR

• Hydrology Data Explorer
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Water Quality Data Archive 

• Open WIMs
• Explore

• Download
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Where to access Environment Agency Data
All the available data is hosted on gov.uk

Environment Agency Water Quality sampling data can be downloaded from Open WIMS data

Bathing water data including information on bathing water classifications, pollution risk forecasts, warnings against 
bathing and bathing waters sampling data can be found on Swimfo Bathing water quality (data.gov.uk)

Storm overflows Event Duration Monitoring Annual Returns, The 2021 – 2023 annual returns can be downloaded from 
Event Duration Monitoring - Storm Overflows - Annual Returns (data.gov.uk)

 This data is displayed spatially here Storm Overflow Spill Frequency (arcgis.com)

Catchment Data Explorer for England | Catchment Data Explorer

Public Register of permitted discharges Environmental Permitting Regulations – Discharges to Water and Groundwater 
(data.gov.uk)

Hydrology Data Explorer Hydrology Data Explorer - Explore

OSPAR Commission Microsoft PowerPoint - GUIDELINE_How to find data in the RID Database (ospar.org)

https://environment.data.gov.uk/water-quality/view/landing
https://environment.data.gov.uk/bwq/profiles/
https://environment.data.gov.uk/dataset/21e15f12-0df8-4bfc-b763-45226c16a8ac
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/c9b8f3ba094c429aa30e0e2b6eaf43ac
https://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning/
https://environment.data.gov.uk/public-register/view/search-water-discharge-consents
https://environment.data.gov.uk/public-register/view/search-water-discharge-consents
https://environment.data.gov.uk/hydrology/explore
https://www.ospar.org/site/assets/files/2048/guideline_how_to_find_data_in_the_rid_database.pdf
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