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EAST Marine Ecosystems 3rd Conference
The State of the EAST Regional Sea Conference
Thursday 21st May 2026 | University of Lincoln

Programme

09:15          Doors open, refreshments and registration

10:00          Welcome to the conference – Eve Leegwater, Senior Advisor - Estuaries and Coasts, Environment Agency
10:05          Keynote speaker - East Coast Flyway UNESCO World Heritage Status bid, Michael Copleston, England Director, RSPB

Chair for the day: Tammy Smalley, Head of Conservation, Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust 

Session 1

10:25       Oceanography - Ben Whitcombe, University of Hull
10:40       Seabed and Seashore – Ian Wilson, Benthic Solutions
10:55       Coastal and Estuarine Habitats - Laura Steuart, Natural England
11:10       Water Quality and Plankton - Rodney Forster, University of Hull
11:25      Q&A

11:50         First break: sandwiches and refreshments 

Session 2 

12:40       Marine and Coastal Birds – Natalie Le Brun, RSPB
12:55       Marine Mammals: Seals & cetaceans – Debbie Russell, University of St Andrews, TBC
13:10       Fish, Fisheries and Shellfish – Andy Richardson, University of Hull
13:25       Marine Planning – Poppy Philipps, Marine Management Organisation (MMO)
13:40       Q&A

14:05      Second break: biscuits and refreshments 

Session 3

14:35       Marine Protected Areas – Ellie Falconer, Marine Management Organisation (MMO)
14:50       Plastic Pollution and Marine Debris – William Fitter, Eastern & Southern Plastics Coalition
15:05       Energy in the Marine Environment - Evangeline Wilby, MMO & Ben Green, National Grid
15:20       Q&A 

15:50 - 16:00      Closing remarks – Paul Learoyd, Chair of the Humber Nature Partnership
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