East Coast Flyway: England’s East Coast
Wetlands




Starting Local - a stones throw from Lincoln













Then to Global
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Building a Conservation Network for Asian Migratory Bird Flyways







Why are England’s east coast wetlands important?

Global example of coastal adaptation
and nature conservation management in
the face of climate change

World class complex of coastal wetlands
supporting globally important migratory
populations

Mid-way location on the East Atlantic
Flyway importance

Internationally important for 30
waterbird populations

Considerable Natural Capital, including
carbon and significant FCERM benefits
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Progress since tentative listing

- Press attention - Partnership development - WHS development
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An ever-evolving landscape
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2000, Modelling western North Sea palaeogeographies and tidal changes during the Holocene, In: Holocene
land-ocean interaction and environmental change around the North Sea, Series: Special Publication 166,
Shennan | and Andrews J E (eds), pp. 299-319, Geological Society, London.
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Critical corridor for waterbird survival and migration
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Global exemplar in coastal adaptation
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Early comparison findings
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Development and delivery of PAA

Geomorphology Migratory waterbirds

VAN
development

Fisheries

Societal benefits

Coastal processes
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East Coast Flyway World Heritage Site:

Preliminary Assessment Appraisal
Submission to DCMS for expert review

October 2025
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What can you do?

- Talk to us to find out how to get involved

« Consider how Natural World Heritage status could benefit

you, your stakeholders and your communities.
« Can you contribute to future communications and/or engagement?

« If so — do contact Milo Sumner or Jeff Kew @rspb.org.uk



A message of Hope and
Opportunity

Thank you and have a brilliant
day in Lincoln with the EASTME
Conference

RSPB England Director — Mick el
Copleston
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