
East Coast Flyway: England’s East Coast 
Wetlands
A proposed UNESCO Natural World Heritage site



Starting Local – a stones throw from Lincoln
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Then to Global
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Global example of coastal adaptation 
and nature conservation management in 
the face of climate change

World class complex of coastal wetlands 
supporting globally important migratory 
populations

Mid-way location on the East Atlantic 
Flyway importance

Internationally important for 30 
waterbird populations

Considerable Natural Capital, including 
carbon and significant FCERM benefits

Why are England’s east coast wetlands important?
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Progress since tentative listing

Press attention Partnership development WHS development

* Supporting coordination throughout Yorkshire, Lincolnshire, Norfolk, Suffolk and East Essex Wildlife Trust

*



12

Globally-significant populations of 30 migratory waterbird species

39% 23%

92% 25%

Dark-bellied Brent Goose Black-tailed Godwit

Red Knot Pink-footed Goose
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An ever-evolving landscape

Shennan I, Lambeck K, Flather R, Horton B P, McArthur J, Innes J B, Lloyd J M, Rutherford M M and Wingfield R, 

2000, Modelling western North Sea palaeogeographies and tidal changes during the Holocene, In: Holocene 

land-ocean interaction and environmental change around the North Sea, Series: Special Publication 166, 

Shennan I and Andrews J E (eds), pp. 299–319, Geological Society, London.

© British Library Board (Shelfmark: Royal 18 D. III)
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Critical corridor for waterbird survival and migration

30 species

90% 

of red knot

50% 

of black-tailed 

godwit

used by over 

1 million 
waterbirds annually

high connectivity seasonal migration spikes

4 vulnerable species 
on the European Red List

summer breeding 

ground for tern species

in globally 

important numbers

species on IUCN Red List Assessment for Great Britain

5 endangered 11 vulnerable
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Global exemplar in coastal adaptation

RSPB
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Credit RSPB
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Early comparison findings

first UK site to cover an 

expansive coastal wetland 

area

no WHS within east 

coast of England

complementary to Wadden 

Sea; important connectivity 

between sites

7.9 birds per ha;

second highest in EAF

global exemplar in coastal 

adaptation and partnership 

initiatives

physically diverse and sea-

dominated sediment 

source

mid-size compared to 

similar WHS

1/5 size of Wadden Sea, but 

nearly double the birds per 

ha
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Development and delivery of PAA

PAA 

development

Migratory waterbirds

Coastal processes

Geomorphology

Ecology

Coastal adaptation Societal benefits

Fisheries



What can you do?

• Talk to us to find out how to get involved

• Consider how Natural World Heritage status could benefit 

you, your stakeholders and your communities. 

• Can you contribute to future communications and/or engagement?

• If so – do contact Milo Sumner or Jeff Kew @rspb.org.uk
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Little Tern

A message of Hope and 
Opportunity

Thank you and have a brilliant 
day in Lincoln with the EASTME 

Conference

RSPB England Director – Michael 
Copleston
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